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Border Patrol Supervisor Shane Jahn walks along train tracks checking for footprints west of Marfa. 


Border Patrol officer’s death changes Big Bend Sector 


By John MacCormack 
STAFF WRITER 
ARFA — 
For al- 
most 
nine 
decades, 
the story of Miles Scan- 
nell’s brutal end beside 
the Rio Grande has been 


passed down as a so- 
bering, cautionary tale by 
Border Patrol agents in 
the Big Bend. 

On Sept. 9, 1929, near 
Redford, Scannell was 
shot to death, apparently 
with his own handgun, 
after apprehending two 
people at the El Polvo 
crossing. His attackers 
and prisoners then fled 
into Mexico. 

“Signs indicated that 
Scannell put up a valiant 
fight for his life after 
being attacked from the 
rear,” read a contempo- 
rary account in the Al- 
pine Avalanche. 

Scannell was the 18th 
of the 125 Border Patrol 
agents who have died 
while on duty. And until 
several weeks ago, he 
was the only one in the 


Border Patrol agent Ben Giroux escorts a man from Guatemala during 


processing in the Marfa office in the Big Bend Sector. 


Big Bend Sector to be 
killed in an assault. 

That may have 
changed Nov. 18, when 
Agent Rogelio Martinez 
and a partner apparently 
were ambushed and 
badly beaten near Van 
Horn. 


Martinez died soon 
after in an El Paso hospi- 
tal. His partner, Stephen 
Garland, survived but 
reportedly has no memo- 
ry of what happened. 

Initial theories about 
the late-night incident 
ranged from a fall into a 


deep culvert to a semi- 
truck hitting the agents 
on Interstate 10 to an 
attack by drug runners. 

The latter scenario was 
given some credence 
when court documents 
filed Monday in New 

Few continues on A26 


he “bathroom 
| bill” was one 
of most divi- 


sive issues to roil 
Texas during 2017. 
Passage threat- 
ened to cost the 
state billions of 
dollars in business 
and the loss of the 
NCAA men’s bas- 
ketball tournament 
in San Antonio. 
The debate frac- 
tured the Repub- 
licans who dom- 
inate the state Leg- 
islature, pitting Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick 
against House 
Speaker Joe Straus, 
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who successfully 
blocked the mea- 
sure before deciding 
against running for 
re-election. 

But at the heart 
of the issue were 
vulnerable school- 
children, whose 
already difficult 
personal lives were 
thrown into tur- 
moil. 

The San Antonio 
Express-News 
spent a year docu- 
menting their expe- 
rience. See page 
A18 and Express 
News.com. 
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Unraveling 
1960 killin 
by ex-pries 
took years 


The work started after 9/11 


By Aaron Nelsen 
RIO GRANDE VALLEY BUREAU 


EDINBURG — In the 
months after the 9/1 at- 
tacks on America, a newly 
formed unit of Texas 
Rangers took on its first 
cold case — the 1960 mur- 
der in McAllen of former 
beauty queen and second- 
grade teacher Irene Garza. 

The beloved 25-year-old 
had disappeared after she 
went to Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church the day 
before Easter. 

When she knocked on 
the rectory door at 7 p.m. 
with news to share, Father 
John Feit, a young priest 


filling in at the church, 
answered. 

Feit was the last person 
to see her alive, and the 
27-year-old priest quickly 
became a suspect. 

But prosecutors at the 
time never filed charges, 
and Catholic leaders even- 
tually sent Feit to As- 
sumption Abbey, a Trap- 
pist monastery in Ava, 
Missouri. 

Four decades later, eight 
rangers were named to 
the new Texas Rangers 
Unsolved Crimes Investi- 
gation Program. Ranger 
Rudy Jaramillo, a former 
DPS trooper who made a 

Feit continues on A23 


Social media a must 
in presidential run 


By Bill Lambrecht 


WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren fol- 
lowed the script for poten- 
tial Democratic presi- 
dential candidates when 
she sent out a video and 
then hopped on a Pod 
Save America broadcast 
for blasts at Trump ad- 
ministration efforts to 
defang an Obama-era 
consumer agency. 

Bernie Sanders offered 
a Thanksgiving video to 
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his 5 million Facebook 
followers, albeit none-too- 
cheery: “Almost every day, 
there is something coming 
out of the White House 
that is, that is destructive, 
that is horrific.” 

Julian Castro last week 
seized on a now-canceled 
plan by the Trump ad- 
ministration to cut spend- 
ing to help homeless vet- 
erans even as a new study 
found more vets on the 
street. 

“Shameful. Under Pres- 

Social continues on A22 
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